
THE POLISH ARMY ON THE EASTERN FRONT 

IN 1943 THE POLISH 1ST INFANTRY DIVISION WAS FORMED             
IN THE USSR FROM DEPORTEES FROM THE LABOUR CAMPS, 

OFFERING THOSE POLES UNABLE TO JOIN GENERAL 
ANDERS   A WAY OUT OF THE USSR. INITIALLY IT CONSISTED 

OF SOME 11,000 SOLDIERS AND GREW, THROUGH 
CONSCRIPTION ON POLISH TERRITORIES OCCUPIED BY THE 
SOVIETS, TO TWO ARMIES TOTALLING 400,000 SOLDIERS. IT 

TOOK PART IN THE BATTLE OF LENINO, THE FORCING OF 
THE VISTULA LINE, THE ATTACK ON THE POMERNIAN WALL, 

THE CAPTURE OF KOŁOBRZEG, THE DRIVE ON DRESDEN AND 
THE BATTLE FOR BERLIN, SUFFERING HEAVY                 

LOSSES IN THE PROCESS. 

THE POLISH AIR FORCE (PAF) 

AFTER THE GERMAN AND SOVIET INVASION OF POLAND IN 
SEPTEMBER 1939, THE POLISH AIR FORCE WAS REFORMED IN 

FRANCE AND GREAT BRITAIN. IN 1940 POLISH AIRMEN 
PARTICIPATED IN THE DEFENCE OF FRANCE. POLISH FIGHTER 

PILOTS PLAYED A VITAL ROLE IN THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN,   
DESTROYING 203 ENEMY AIRCRAFT – A CONFIRMED 7.5% OF 

TOTAL GERMAN LOSSES. LATER POLISH BOMBER CREWS 
MADE AN IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTION TO THE RAF BOMBER 

OFFENSIVE. THE PAF, EXPANDED TO 15 SQUADRONS, 
DISTINGUISHED ITSELF IN ALL MAJOR AIR OPERATIONS 

AGAINST GERMANY. IN TOTAL 1,903 POLISH AIRMEN LOST 
THEIR LIVES BY MAY 1945 WHILE SERVING                           

UNDER RAF COMMAND. 
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POLISH SECOND CORPS 
 

AFTER THE POLISH-SOVIET AGREEMENT OF 1941, LEADING 
TO THE CONDITIONAL RELEASE OF POLISH PRISONERS HELD 
IN THE SOVIET UNION, A POLISH ARMY WAS FORMED IN THE 

USSR FROM THESE PRISONERS. OUT OF OVER 1,500,000 
DEPORTEES, ONLY 114,000 LEFT FOR IRAN; 70,000 WERE 

SOLDIERS WHO FORMED THE SECOND CORPS UNDER 
GENERAL ANDERS – THE LARGEST POLISH FORMATION IN 
THE WEST. ITS TWO DIVISIONS AND ARMOURED BRIGADE 
SUBSEQUENTLY TOOK PART IN THE ITALIAN CAMPAIGN, 

CAPTURING MONTE CASSINO, OPENING THE ROAD TO ROME 
AND LATER TAKING ANCONA AND BOLOGNA. THE POLISH 

SECOND CORPS LOST 3,978 MEN IN THE ITALIAN CAMPAIGN. 

 

THE POLISH 1ST ARMOURED DIVISION 
 

THE 1ST ARMOURED DIVISION, FORMED IN SCOTLAND IN 1942 
UNDER GENERAL MACZEK, TOOK PART IN THE CAMPAIGN IN 

NORTH-WEST EUROPE, PLAYING A DECISIVE ROLE IN CLOSING 
THE FAMOUS FALAISE GAP, CUTTING OFF THE RETREATING 

GERMAN ARMY. DURING HEAVY FIGHTING, THE DIVISION 
LIBERATED TOWNS AND VILLAGES IN FRANCE, BELGIUM AND 

HOLLAND, INCLUDING BREDA. IT CROSSED INTO GERMANY AND 
LIBERATED OBERLANGEN POW CAMP, WHICH HELD HOME ARMY 
POLISH WOMEN SOLDIERS FROM THE WARSAW UPRISING. THE 

DIVISION WENT ON TO TAKE THE GERMAN NAVAL BASE OF 
WILHELMSHAVEN AND WAS AN OCCUPYING FORCE IN THE 

BRITISH SECTOR. 

THE POLISH CAMPAIGN 1939 
 

IN SEPTEMBER 1939 POLAND WAS ATTACKED ON TWO 
FRONTS. GERMAN FORCES INVADED ON 1ST SEPTEMBER 

EXTENSIVELY BOMBING MILITARY AND CIVILIAN TARGETS. 
POLAND MOBILISED A MILLION MEN BUT WAS 

OUTNUMBERED BY OVERWHELMING ODDS. ON 17TH 
SEPTEMBER, THE SOVIET ARMY INVADED FROM THE EAST. 

THE POLISH GOVERNMENT AND SOME MILITARY UNITS 
WITHDREW TO ROMANIA AND HUNGARY. THE CAMPAIGN 

LASTED FIVE WEEKS. POLISH LOSSES AGAINST THE 
GERMANS WERE 68,000 KILLED AND 140,000 WOUNDED. 

MOST POLISH SOLDIERS TAKEN PRISONER BY THE SOVIETS 
WERE SENT TO LABOUR CAMPS, BUT OVER 25,000 OFFICERS 
AND OTHER PERSONNEL WERE MURDERED IN 1940 BY THE 
NKVD AT KATYŃ, KHARKOV, MIEDNOYE AND ELSEWHERE. 

 

THE POLISH NAVY 
 

IN 1939 THREE POLISH DESTROYERS, FOLLOWED BY TWO 
SUBMARINES, ESCAPED FROM POLAND ACROSS THE 

GERMAN-CONTROLLED BALTIC TO JOIN THE ROYAL NAVY. 
THE POLISH NAVY EXPANDED TO 30 SHIPS: 2 CRUISERS,    

10 DESTROYERS, 8 SUBMARINES AND 1O TORPEDO BOATS. 
THEY TOOK PART IN THE BATTLE OF NARVIK, THE 
EVACUATION OF DUNKIRK, THE SINKING OF THE 

BISMARCK, THE BATTLE OF THE ATLANTIC, THE DIEPPE 
RAID, OPERATION “TORCH” IN NORTH AFRICA AND THE 
NORMANDY D-DAY LANDINGS. THEY ALSO HELPED TO 

ESCORT CONVOYS. 54 VESSELS OF THE POLISH 
MERCHANT NAVY HELPED TO KEEP THE ALLIED SUPPLY 

LINES OPEN,   CARRYING NEARLY 5 MILLION TONS. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

THE POLISH UNDERGROUND STATE 1939-1945 
 

AFTER THE 1939 INVASION, AN UNDERGROUND STATE WAS 
FORMED, OWING ALLEGIANCE TO THE POLISH GOVERNMENT     
IN EXILE. IT COINSTITUTED ONE OF THE LARGEST AND BEST 
ORGANISED ALLIED RESISTANCE MOVEMENTS, MAINTAINING 
RADIO AND COURIER CONTACT WITH THE GOVERNMENT AND 

THE ALLIES, COVERING BOTH GERMAN AND SOVIET ZONES OF 
OCCUPATION. IT ESTABLISHED “ŻEGOTA” – AN ORGANISATION 

HELPING JEWISH CITIZENS, PARTICULARLY IN THE WARSAW 
GHETTO IN 1943. ADVANCING SOVIET FORCES DISARMED THE 

RESISTANCE UNITS IN 1944, DEPORTING MANY TO THE GULAG OR 
EXECUTING THEM. IN 1945, 16 LEADERS OF THE UNDERGROUND 

WERE TREACHEROUSLY ABDUCTED AND TRIED IN MOSCOW.  

POLAND HOWEVER WAS NOT FREE AND HAD TO WAIT TILL 

1989, WHEN THE FIRST DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS WERE 

HELD FOR THE SENATE (UPPER HOUSE OF PARLIAMENT). 

BUT IN THE SEJM (THE LOWER HOUSE) THE RULING POLISH 

UNITED WORKERS PARTY AND ITS THEN ALLIES WERE 

GUARANTEED 65% OF THE SEATS.  IN 1990 LECH WAŁĘSA 

WAS ELECTED PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF POLAND 

AND IN 1991 FULLY FREE DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS WERE 

HELD FOR BOTH THE SENATE AND THE SEJM. 

POLAND’S CONTRIBUTION  

TO THE ALLIED VICTORY IN WORLD WAR II 

as documented on the plaques  

of the Polish Forces War Memorial at the National 

Memorial Arboretum in Staffordshire, England 

FOR OUR FREEDOM AND YOURS 

IN GLORIOUS MEMORY OF THE POLISH 

MEN AND WOMEN WHO GAVE THEIR 

LIVES FOR OUR FREEDOM IN THE 

SECOND WORLD WAR 1939-1945 



 

THE WARSAW UPRISING AUGUST-OCTOBER 1944 
 

FOLLOWING 5 YEARS OF BRUTAL NAZI OCCUPATION, 
INVOLVING TERROR, DEPORTATIONS TO AUSCHWITZ AND 

OTHER CONCENTRATION CAMPS.  ON 1ST AUGUST 1944 THE 
POLISH UNDERGROUND ARMY IN WARSAW ENGAGED THE 

GERMANS IN BATTLE, ENCOURAGED BY PROMISES OF SOVIET 
SUPPORT   FROM THE APPROACHING RED ARMY. HOWEVER, 

STALIN ORDERED HIS FORCES TO HALT ON THE EASTERN 
BANK OF THE RIVER VISTULA. AFTER FIGHTING ALONE AND 

HEROICALLY FOR 63 DAYS, ONE OF THE LONGEST BATTLES OF 
WWII, THE WARSAW UPRISING ENDED.  IN RETALIATION, 

HITLER ORDERED WARSAW TO BE RAZED TO THE GROUND. 
DESPITE WARSAW’S SACRIFICE, POLAND WAS NOT TO REGAIN 

HER INDEPENDENCE IN 1945.  

 

THE FRENCH AND NORWEGIAN CAMPAIGNS 1940 
 

POLISH SOLDIERS WHO ESCAPED FROM POLAND REGROUPED IN 
FRANCE. THIS POLISH ARMY UNDER GENERAL SIKORSKI SOON 

NUMBERED 84,000 GROUND TROOPS AND FOUR AIR 
SQUADRONS. THE POLISH HIGHLAND RIFLE BRIGADE 

DISTINGUISHED ITSELF IN THE BATTLE FOR NARVIK.  THE 1ST 
GRENADIER DIVISION WAS PLACED ON THE MAGINOT LINE AND 

FOUGHT IN ALSACE. THE 2ND RIFLE DIVISION, AFTER FIERCE 
FIGHTING AT CLOS-DU-DOUBS (THE BELFORT GAP), CROSSED 
INTO NEUTRAL SWITZERLAND. THE 10TH ARMOURED CAVALRY 

BRIGADE FOUGHT AT MONTBARD. SOME 1,400 POLISH 
SOLDIERS WERE KILLED IN FRANCE AND 4,500 WERE 

WOUNDED. 20,000 WERE EVACUATED TO BRITAIN. 

THE POLISH 1ST INDEPENDENT PARACHUTE BRIGADE 
 

THE POLISH 1ST INDEPENDENT PARACHUTE BRIGADE WAS 
FORMED IN SCOTLAND IN 1941, UNDER GENERAL SOSABOWSKI, 
TO ASSIST IN AN ANTICIPATED UPRISING IN POLAND AGAINST 
THE GERMANS. INSTEAD, THE POLISH PARACHUTE BRIGADE 
WAS ORDERED TO PARTICIPATE   IN OPERATION “MARKET 

GARDEN” IN SEPTEMBER 1944 – A BOLD BUT ILL-FATED 
AIRDROP AT ARNHEM TO HELP HOLD THE BRIDGES OF HOLLAND 
FOR AN ALLIED ARMOURED THRUST INTO GERMANY. THERE THE 

BRIGADE LOST 23% OF ITS FIGHTING STRENGTH, WHILE 
COVERING THE BRITISH WITHDRAWAL   ACROSS THE RHINE. 

BREAKING THE ENIGMA CODE 
 

ONE OF THE GREAT POLISH CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE ALLIED 
CAUSE WAS THE HANDING OVER OF REPLICAS OF THE 

GERMAN ENIGMA CODING MACHINE, WITH ACCOMPANYING 
TECHNICAL DESCRIPTIONS, TO POLAND’S BRITISH AND 

FRENCH ALLIES IN JULY 1939. THE ENIGMA MACHINE                     
WAS USED BY THE GERMAN ARMED FORCES FOR HIGH LEVEL 

SECURE RADIO COMMUNICATION. THREE POLISH 
MATHEMATICIANS SUCCEEDED IN BREAKING THE ENIGMA 

CODE IN THE 1930s, WHEN IT WAS CONSIDERED 
UNBREAKABLE. THE ENIGMA ULTRA OPERATION WAS 

DECISIVE TO THE ALLIED VICTORY IN EUROPE IN WWII AND 
UNDOUBTEDLY CONTRIBUTED TO SHORTENING THE WAR AND 

SAVING MANY LIVES. 

POLISH FIRST CORPS 
 

POLISH TROOPS EVACUATED FROM FRANCE IN 1940 WERE 
STATIONED IN SCOTLAND. THEY CONTRIBUTED TO THE 

DEFENCE OF GREAT BRITAIN  AGAINST AN EXPECTED GERMAN 
INVASION FROM NORWAY. THE CORPS EVENTUALLY FORMED                     

THE 1ST POLISH ARMOURED DIVISION, THE 1ST POLISH 
PARACHUTE BRIGADE, THE 4TH INFANTRY DIVISION,                     

THE 16TH ARMOURED BRIGADE AND VARIOUS SPECIALIST 
TRAINING CENTRES. FROM 1942 ONWARDS, THESE UNITS 

PREPARED FOR THE LIBERATION OF EUROPE. IN ADDITION, 
VARIOUS POLISH AUXILIARY FORMATIONS, SUCH AS THE 

STAFF COLLEGE, THE INTELLIGENCE TRAINING CENTRE AND 

MILITARY HOSPITALS WERE ALSO LOCATED IN SCOTLAND. 
 

POLISH SECTION OF S.O.E.                                                 
& POLAND’S “SILENT AND UNSEEN” 

 
ALTHOUGH PARTITIONED BY GERMANY AND THE USSR, POLAND 

NEVER SURRENDERED. POLISH FORCES WERE REFORMED 
ABROAD AND AN UNDERGROUND ARMY WAS ORGANISED IN 

POLAND ITSELF. POLISH OFFICERS TRAINED AND EQUIPPED IN 
GREAT BRITAIN BY S.O.E. WERE PARACHUTED INTO POLAND TO 

SABOTAGE THE ENEMY. THE ATTACKS ON GERMAN LINES OF 
COMMUNICATION GREATLY ASSISTED THE WAR EFFORT. MANY 
OF THESE POLISH SPECIAL FORCES WERE EITHER EXECUTED 
IMMEDIATELY OR ARRESTED AND NEVER HEARD OF AGAIN. 

HOWEVER, SOME SURVIVED TO CONTINUE RESISTANCE 
AGAINST THE GERMAN AND SOVIET OCCUPATIONS. 

THE POLISH INTELLIGENCE SERVICE 1939-1945 
 

THE POLISH INTELLIGENCE SERVICE PROVIDED 43% 
OF ALL REPORTS RECEIVED BY THE BRITISH SECRET 
SERVICE FROM CONTINENTAL EUROPE, GIVING THE 

ALLIES INVALUABLE INFORMATION OF A STRATEGIC, 
OPERATIONAL AND TACTICAL NATURE. ITS ACTIVITIES 

COVERED GERMAN-OCCUPIED EUROPE, NEUTRAL 
COUNTRIES, GERMANY, THE MIDDLE EAST AND NORTH 

AFRICA. IT CONTRIBUTED TO THE PLANNING AND 
CONDUCT OF ALLIED CAMPAIGNS IN NORTH AFRICA IN 
1942  AND THE NORMANDY D-DAY LANDINGS IN 1944.                   
IT REVEALED THE EXISTENCE OF NAZI DEATH CAMPS             

AND THE HOLOCAUST ON GERMAN-OCCUPIED 
TERRITORY  AS WELL AS PROVIDING TECHNICAL 

DETAILS OF THE V-1  AND PARTS OF THE V-2 ROCKET. 
 

THE POLISH CARPATHIAN RIFLE BRIGADE 

 

IN 1940, POLISH SOLDIERS REACHING SYRIA, VIA 
ROMANIA, HUNGARY AND TURKEY, FORMED THE 

CARPATHIAN RIFLE BRIGADE. IN 1941,                             
THE 5,000-STRONG BRIGADE UNDER GENERAL 

KOPAŃSKI JOINED BRITISH FORCES IN LIBYA. THE 
BRIGADE TOOK PART IN THE DEFENCE OF BESEIGED 

TOBRUK IN THAT YEAR. IT THEN BROKE THROUGH THE 
ENEMY POSITIONS AT GAZALA. THIS SUCCESS HELPED 

THE BRITISH 8TH ARMY TO RENEW ITS OFFENSIVE 
AGAINST ROMMEL’S AFRIKA KORPS AND HIS ITALIAN 

ALLIES. THE IMPACT MADE BY POLISH 
SOLDIERS.DURING THESE BATTLES EARNED THEM THE 
RIGHT TO BE HONOURED AS “THE RATS OF TOBRUK”. 

  POLISH WOMEN IN WWII 
 

POLISH WOMEN PARTICIPATED IN COMBAT AND AUXILIARY 
FORMATIONS THROUGHOUT WWII. THEIR ROLE WAS VITAL             

TO THE ACTIVITIES OF THE POLISH UNDERGROUND 
MOVEMENT, WHERE THEY TOOK PART IN COMBAT, 

GATHERED INTELLIGENCE AND PROVIDED 
COMMUNICATION SERVICES AND MEDICAL SUPPORT. 

DURING THE WARSAW UPRISING IN 1944, 17% OF 
RESISTANCE FIGHTERS WERE WOMEN AND OVER 3,000 

LOST THEIR LIVES DURING THAT BATTLE. ON THE 
WESTERN AND EASTERN FRONTS, WOMEN SAW SERVICE 

IN THE ARMY, THE NAVY AND THE AIR FORCE. 
ALTOGETHER OVER 50,000 WOMEN TOOK PART IN THE 

RESISTANCE MOVEMENT AND OVER 5,000 SERVED WITH 
THE REGULAR ARMED FORCES. 


